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THE RIGHT HONOURABLE 
THE CHANCELLOR, 
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TO THE REVEREND 
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THE VICE CHANCELLOR, 
AND TO THE OTHER MEMBERS 
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CONVOCATION, 
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T an occelinnal. meeting. of Wake 
reſpetable Members of the Univer- 


> ſity, a few months ago, it happened 


that the Public Exerciſes for the Firſt and 


Second Degrees became, among other topics, 
the ſubject of converſation ;z when all con- 
curred in lamenting the low condition into 
which they were fallen, and in expreſſing 


their wiſhes that ſome effectual method 


might be adopted to reſtore them to * 
ancient dignity and importance. 

The Writer of the following Eflay, who 
had the honour to be preſent, was induced 
by what paſſed upon this occaſion to turn 


his thoughts to the ſubjet ; and was ſoon 


afterwards encouraged to purſue it, by hear- 
ing from good authority, that the Vice= 
Chancellor had formally recommended it in 
a full meeting of the Heads of Houſes and 
Proctors, as a matter greatly 8 weir 
attentive conſideration. | 
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T houg b the 8 to = RO theſe pages 
are addreſſed cannot be unacquainted with 
the general ſcheme of our Academical Ex- 
erciſes, and the manner in which they are 


uſually performed, yet the Author thought 
It might facilitate the ſubſequent inquiry, if 


he laid them together in one compendious 1 


view, with occaſional references to the 


Statutes, b 


Ta E Exerciſes 1 the Degree 10 Ba- 


CHELOR or ARTS are as follow. 


W rero rA rien IN PaRviso. This 
exerciſe is a diſputation upon three queſtions 


days in every week during full term, and to 


'continue for the ſpace of two hours, namely, | 
from one to three in the afternoon. - Every 
Scholar is obliged to perform this diſputa- 


tion twice, and to be created Senior Soph, 


ſome time in his third year; and to repeat 
the difputation once in every term after- 


wards to the end of his fourth year. He is 


moreover enjoined to attend it, when per- 


formed by others, during his ſecond, third, 
and fourth years. . $1.1 l. 


either in Grammar or Logic, to be held three i 


-+ 18 ; 


Em) 


This exerciſe is conſtantly held, as the 
Statute directs; and occaſionally ſuperin- 
tended by the Proctors or the Maſters of the 
Schools. So long as the Magiſtrate is pre- 
ſent, the diſputation is maintained; but it 
cannot be ſuppoſed, during his abſence, to 
be cartied on with any great degree of vi- 
gour. The queſtions, as might reaſonably 


frequent diſcuſſion, are trite 5 unintereſt- 
ing. The Senior Soph, once in every term, 
comes into the School where the diſputation 
is held, and propoſes one ſyllogiſm; which, 
being done purely to ſatisfy the letter of the 
Statute, juramenti gratia, is commonly ſtyled 
doing Juraments. The article of attendance 


forgot. 


= Thisexercile is a diſputation upon three queſ- 
3 tions, in Logic for the moſt part, but ſometimes 
in Grammar, Rhetoric, Ethics, or Politics. 


time 1 in his third or fourth year, and to con- 
tinue for the ſpace of an hour' and half, 
This diſputation, as the title of it intimates, 
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be expected from their ſubje& matter and 


is, by univerſal conſent, totally 9 and 


II. An SWERING UNDER BACHELOR. 


It is to be held twice by every Scholar ſome 
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IV. 3-4 and v1.2.9. 


J 
is held under the moderamer of a Determin- 
ing Bachelor. Stat. yi. 1.6 compared. with 


| This exerciſe is performed much in the 


ſame. manner as the preceding; except that, 


$ it is held i in Lent, the Schopls are more 
roqueotly vißted by the Proctors and 


U. EXAMINATION. The 3 3 
miners are Three Regent Maſters, to be ap- 


„„ 


Any orher Regent Maſter may concur in 


examination, if he pleaſes. The num- 


ber of Scholars to be examined in the ſame 


day or claſs may not exceed ſix. They are 
to be examined i in Grammar, Rhetoric, Lo- 
gic, Ethics, and Geometry, and in the Greek 
Claſſics; they are alſo required to ſpeak the 
Latin Tongue with fluency. The Vice- 


Chancellor and Proctors are enjoined to at- 
tend examinations, the former twice in every 


term, the latter four times each, in order to 


| ſee that they are duly and ſtatutably carried 


en. Stat. 1x. 2. I, 2 compared with IV. 1. 
A* 6, 12. | 
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7 The appointment of Examiners by rota- 
tion has long fince been diſuſed ; and the 


number of Regents conſtantly reſident itt 


the Univerſity is ſo ſmall, that it would be 


extremely troubleſome, if not abſolutely im- 


practicable, to reſume it. In the preſent 
method, the Candidate ſolicits Three Ma- 
| ſters to be his Examiners, and then obtains 
the Proctor's appointment or Liceat, The 
Maſters uſually permit him to chuſe his own 
Claſſics. It ſeldom happens that more than 
two or three Candidates are examined inthe 
ſame day, frequently only one. The Statute 


lays no injunction upon Scholars to attend 
examinations, and it is become rather un 


uſual ſo to do. No other Maſter ever aſſiſts 


at the examination beſides thoſe appointed 


in the Liceat. 


The Exerciſes for the Degree of MASTER 
oF ARTS. | 


3 DETERMINATION. This exerciſe is in- 
tended by the Statute to be performed with 


great dignity and ſolemnity every Lent. It 
opens on Aſh-Wedneſday. On this day, after 
prayers and ſermon at the Univerſity Church, 
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6E 
the Dean of every College is to go in pro- 
ceſſion with his Determining Bachelors to 
the Schools, and there to hold a diſputation | 
of four hours. He is to read a copy of verſes I 
and to propoſe arguments upon three queſ 
tions to every Determiner of his houſe; | 
vrhich queſtions are to be defended againſt a 
him by a Determined or Senior Bachelor, 
| who reſponds for the Determiner, and i 9 
therefore called his Ari tothe. In the 
courſe of the Lent the Determiner is re- 
. quired to hold two diſputations, each upon 
three queſtions, for the moſt part in Logic, 
: ſometimes i in Grammar, Rhetoric, Ethics, or 
Politics ; in which he is always to maintain 
the doctrine of Ariſtotle and the Peripatetics, 
Stat. v1. 2. 6, 9: 


The former branch of this exerciſe, namely 

the diſputation on Aſh- Wedneſday, = been 
| generally better ſupported than any other ; 
in conſequence, no doubt, of its being per- 
formed by ſo conſiderable a number in the 

ſame day, and particularly on account of the 

Maſters of Arts and Senior Bachelors who 
gneceſſarily bear a part. It has been uſual 
_ -alfo for the Vice-Chancellor to attend the 

_ behog's on this occaſion, | Nevertheleſs theſe 


queſtions are, for the moſt part, trite and un- 


important; the arguments ariſing out of them 
are conſequently fill more ſo; the ſtatutable 


time js long and tedious : it is no wonder 
therefore if it too often happens that the 
| diſputation becomes languid, uninſtructive, 
and unintereſting, The latter branch of 
this exerciſe is performed and attended much 
in the ſame way as the ſecond exerciſe for 


the degree of Bachelor of Arts, They are 


indeed, in a manner, held together. The 
Determiner preſides over the diſputation of 
the Scholar who anſwers under him for the 


firſt hour and half; and for the remainder - 
of the time, (which is, according to ſtated 
| rules, either half an hour, an hour and half, 


or two hours and an half) diſputes upon 
the ſame queſtions himſelf. Theſe diſputa- 
tions are ſometimes held in the morning, 
and ſometimes in the afternoon : the latter 
time is become very inconvenient, in reſpect 
to this exerciſe and ſeveral others. 


5 6 APUD AUGUSTI- 


NENSES. A diſputation to be held, under the 


moderamen of a Maſter of the Schools, once in 


diſputations TOLL under ſome defects. The 


every week in full term, and to continue for 
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the ſpace of two hours, namely from one to 


three. Every Bachelor of Arts is obliged to 


perform this exerciſe once after his determi- 
nation; and to repeat it every year, if cited 
ſo to hes by the proper officer. Stat. vr. {19+ 


This diſputation is held in ee to 
the Statute, and managed much in the ſame 
form with the others; ; I mean with little or 
no attendance : excepting, that the Maſter 
of the Schools is by virtue of his office con- 
tinually preſent, and preſides as Moderator 
over the whole diſputation. 


m. Dierbr AT ION g QuopTIBETI cx. 


Every Bachelor of Arts is required once after 
is determination to reſpond upon three 


queſtions to ſome Regent Maſter appointed 


+ oppoſe him; as alſo to any other Diſputant 


upon any queſtion whatſoever: (in the Sci- 
ences, tis preſumed, which he is ſuppoſed and 


| required t. to have ſtudied. ) Stat. VI. 2. 12. 


This e ſeems to have been intend- 


ed as a very honourable and comprehenſive 


teſt of the Candidate's abilities; as it ſup- Z 


ſes him not only well {killed in the Art 
of —_— but alſo Arn acquaint- 


—i—_ m0 Mp eos pp K 


e Lich the therlts of every queſtion in thoſe 
= fciences with which he. is required to have 
been converfant. It is at preſent a mers 
I lifeleſs form. The Regent Maſter propoſes 

an argument on ſome trite queſtion, and the 

quodlibetical diſputation 1 1s at an n end. = 


LE 
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IV. SEX Sol EN NES kerne OR 
tures or diſſertations, three in Natural, and 
three in Moral Philoſophy, to be delivered 
in the Schools between the hours of one Tt 
and two in the afternoon. They are to be of ' 1 
the Candidate's own compoſing, and of ſuch 
a length as to take up above half an 29 in 
reading. Stat. vr. 2. 13. 


BEE 
3 
. 

ns 


This admitable ys ſees ene 
= to diſplay | the Candidate's abilities in another 
manner. In the preceding he might ſhew 
his knowledge of philoſophical ſubjects, and 

his quickneſs and ſagacity in detecting er- 
rour and defending truth, in the way of con- 
tention and diſputation. In the preſent he 
is called upon to ſtate, illuſtrate, and con- 
firm his own ſentiments, in the way of 
cool inquiry and diſſertation. Whatever be 
his attainments in Natural and Moral Phi- 
loſophy, he is ſure to improve them eonſide· 
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rably, by thus. digeſting his thoughts upon 
a few important topics in an orderly and 
perſpicuous manner: if he has made any 
laudable advances or uſeful diſcoveries, he 
has a fair opportunity of bringing them in- 
to public view. But theſe valuable 
ends are at preſent totally loſt. No private 
perſon ever hears theſe lectures; the Proctors 
Indeed attend. them occaſionally ; but they 
are generally read pro forma in empty ſchool. 

This exerciſe, in alluſion to its uſual fate, 
| has long ſince obtained the title of Wall 
Lectures, and is ſcarce known by any other 
name. An attempt has lately been made 
in one of our Colleges to reſtore it to its 
ancient dignity and utility, by obliging eve- 
ry Bachelor to read his ſolemn lectures pubC- 
licly in the College Hall: a regulation 4 

which does honour to the Society. 


: Dye lies ne Theſe de- 
clamations are to be of the Candidate's own 
compoſing, and to be delivered memoriter in 
the preſence of one of the Proctors. The 
| theſes are to be aſſigned, or at leaſt approved, 

by the Proctor; and are to contain ſome pro- 
bable or diſputable poſition, ſo that three 
of the Candidates may declaim on the ſame 
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ſubject, one on each fide of che queſtion, and 
the third in the way of ambigitur or arbitra- 
tor. The hour appointed for theſe deelama- 


tions is two in the afternoon. Stat. vi. 2. 14. 


This exerciſe as the preamble of the 
'Y Statute intimates, was added ta the former 


of the Philoſophical kind, by way of ſpeci- 


men of the Candidate's proficiency in polite 


learning and elegant. compoſition, It is 


x conſtantly attended by the Proctor, but very 
rarely by any one elſe. The method pre- 


ſcribed by the Statute of declaiming pro & 


1 contra upon the ſame theſis has been long 
| negleCted ; as it ſhould ſeem, for ſeveral rea- 


3 | ſons, inj judiciouſly. 


3 VI. ExAMIxATION. The ſtatutable me- 
= thod of examination, as well as the modern 
practice, is the ſame for this Degree as for 


that of Bachelor of Arts. But the ſubjects 
riſe conſiderably in number and dignity. 


The Sciences are Geometry, Natural Philo- 
fophy, Aſtronomy, Metaphyſics, and Hil- 


tory; which laſt is ſuppoſed to include 


2 Geography and Chronology : the Candidate 
is to be examined in the Greek Claſſics, as 
before, and alſo in Hebrew; he is moreover 
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of Maſter of Arts; in which caſe it is con- 2 


pri upon three queſtions i in Civil Law. 


— — 
— — 


for tie ſpace of = hours, Sit Yi. 4. 2. 


Profeſſor of Civil Law, but never, I believe, : 


te | ied to het Latin with greater purity | : 
and facility. Stat. 1x. 2. 1. 2. comparel ; 
with Iv. 1. 6, 7s 91 3. + 


uk Ererellet fot the Degree of bens: 1 


: Jy 


"This Degree may be uktn Aber after "MM F 


fidered as a Superior Degree, and there- 
foto does not come within the preſent in- 
quity e or it may be taken in anothet 
way, independently of any Degree in Arts; 
in which latter caſe it is nearly coordinate 7 f 
with that of Maſter of Arts: and the Ex: 
erciſes are as follow. 


I. DrsrurATToOUES Jun ibi. A diſ- 
very Candidate is obliged to hold this diſ- 


tation three times; and, once in the three, 


This exerciſe is uſually attended by the 


by any one elſe. 
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CONSIDERATIONS, &. 


T has long been matter of concern to 

the Members of this Univerſity, thoſe 
© © eſpecially whoſe office and ſituation have 
called them to the more immediate inſpec- 
tion of the Public Exerciſes, to obſerve how 
little they anſwer the ſalutary purpoſes they 
were intended to promote. They are in 
truth for the moſt part performed in ſo neg- 
ligent a manner, that it is equally impoſ- 
ſible they ſhould contribute to the advance- 
ment of learning, to the improvement or 
reputation of the Candidate, or to the ho- 
nour of the Univerſity. And yet it ſeems 
to be the general opinion, that the ſcheme 
of Exerciſes laid down by the Statutes is 
well conceived. When we conſider it in 
theory, and ſurvey it in the Written Code; 
we are apt for the moſt part to admire it ; 
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we find much to approve, and little to re- 
prehend: but when we come to view it as 


reduced to practice, and exemplified in the 


Schools, we too frequently diſcover little more 


than the outlines of a laudable ſyſtem, the ef. 
ſential and interiour parts of which have long 
finee difappeared. Inſtitutions which ſeem- 
ied admirably calculated to afford ſolid im- 
provement to the Student, to do honour to 
his genius and induſtry, and to derive a 


luſtre upon the place of his education, have 
either Toſt all manner of connection with Ml 
theſe valuable ends, being funk into lifeleſs 
unedifying formalities *; or elſe point to 
them feebly and indirectly, obſtructed in 

their tendeney by faſhion and prejudice, and 
ſupported leſs by their own intrinfic worth, 
than by the occafional interpoſition of the 


cite © 1 


This important difference n the | 3 
otiginal defign and the actual conduct of 


dur Academical- Exerciſes is too ſtriking to 
be diſſembled. It is, I believe, univerſally 


: agen. ay: and many laudable attempts 


288 See page 111. & vin x. 
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Have been made to remove it by Magiſtrates 
of abilities every way equal to the underta- 


king: ſuch as may ſerve to obviatea ſuggeſtion 
which very naturally ariſes, when inſtitutions 


apparently wiſe and ſalutary contribute not, ſo 
much as might have been reaſonably expect- 
ed, to the Public Good. It is true, the 


views of the Legiſlator, in every commu- 


nity, will ſometimes be diſappointed by the 
inactivity of the Magiſtrate; on the other 


hand, the law may, by its original con- 


ſtruction, or by the unforeſeen alteration of 
times and circumſtances, have a natural ten- 
dency to defeat itſelf. Few perhaps are 
more liable to this latter inconvenience. than 


Literary Inſtitutions. Though TRUTH and 


= vIRTuUE, the great objects of them, are al- 


ways the ſame, yet the methods of pur- 


ſuing and recommending them vary con- 
tinually ; it is no wonder therefore, if a 
courſe of diſcipline, which promoted them 


effectually at one period, loſe part of its 


influence in another; it is rather a ſingular 


recommendation of it, if it be found to pre- 


ſerve its general tendency, and to need only 
ſome occaſional corrections to obtain its 
full effect. Theſe ſeaſonable amendments 
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haye been frequently made in our public 
ſcheme of education, as circumſtances have 
ſuggeſted and required them. With reſpe& 
to the Exerciſes, at one time they ſeem to 
have been confined entirely to Philoſophy «; 

at another, there were no ſet compoſitions, 
but every ſpecimen of the Candidate's Abi- 
lities was given in the way of N Diſ- 
putation or Curſory Lecture“: and even 
within thirty years after the compilation of 


the preſent body of Statutes, it was found 


"neceſſary to frame a new exerciſe for the en- 
couragement of Claſſical Leatning and the 


Study of. Eloquence*. Since that period“ 
ſeveral important additions to the other 


branches of our literary diſcipline, and many 
diſcreet deviations from former uſages, have 


been adopted, partly through the wiſdom 


and munificence of new Benefactors, and 


partly by the expreſs ditection or tacit per- 


miſſion of the Guireriny®: ſuch, for inſtance, 


© Stat. Ix . 2. r. 4 Stat, vi. 2. 12. Stat 
vi. „ e. A. D. 1662. 


x F aciunt itaque perverſe et inique, qui ab illis [Pub- 
licis Profefforibus] veteres iſtas elementarias et pene quo- 
tidianas præceptiunculas repoſcunt; cum nos in ſtudiorum 


rationem et viam minus utilem minuſque expeditam re- 


vocatum Eunt, vel id ab iis poſtulant, quod, cum revera 
maxime volunt, non tamen poſſunt, non datur exequi. 


2 
+. 
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are the Poetry and Vinerian Profeſſorſhips, 
that of Modern Hiſtory as lately new mo- 
delled, and the Lectures in Experimental 
Philoſophy. Mean time the Exerciſes for 
Id potius agant Viri omni ingenii et doctrinæ gloria cus 
mulatiſſimi, nec ſuorum Anteceſſorum vel clarifſimis quics 
quam inferiores, id curent, quod nunquam deſinunt cus 
rare: teneant in literis principatum ; ſtudiis noftris pra- 
ſint; juventuti Academicæ exemplo, auctoritate, horta- 
tu, monitis, ad omnem eruditionis laudem ſeſe duces 
prebeant ; fi quibus major quædam atque eminentior in- 


PH. 


eſſe videatur ingeni et virtutis indoles, hos alant, foveant, 


incitent, præceptis atque inſtitutis, cum publice tum præ- 
cipue privatim, adjuvent; edant in publicum egregia 
ſuorum ſtudiorum monumenta; proferant interdum in 
ſcholas pro ſua quiſque diſciplina aliquid de meliore nota, 
accuratius et perfectius elaboratum . . . . . . Hzc jdcires 
liberius et fidentius dixi, quia, cum Vos omnes eadem 
mecum privatim ſentire perſuaſum habeo, tum video idem 
eſſe Academiz ipſius de hac re judicium non obſcure ſig- 
nificatum. Nam cum haud ita pridem Vir Ornatiſſimus 
HENRICUS BIRKHEADUS, quem honoris cauſa nomino, 
prædia quædam Lectioni Poeticæ hic loci inſtituendæ li- 
beraliter aſſignaviſſet, cumque ea de re legem ferret Aca- 
demia, totumque hujus inſtitutionis negotium ordinaret, 
quid quæſo fecit? Num ita tulit, uti more illo antiquo 
atque obſoleto, altero quoque die, Prælector Poetam ali⸗ 
quem, Ovidium puta aut Phædrum, ſumeret tyronibus 
infimæ claſſis in ſcholis prælegendum atque interpretan- 
dum; quem ſingulos verſiculos grammatice reſolventem, 
et digitis dimetientem, circulus omnis, fi quem forte con- 
vocare unquam potuiſſet, e veſtigio reliquiſlet ? Minime: 
ſed cavit, ut? commodis intervallis folenniotes quaſdam 
haberet Lectiones; et relicto argumenti delectu libero, li- 
bera tractandi ratione, ſatis ei ſuum officium commenda- 
Vt, monuitque, ſeduls dartt operam, ut qudoad poffet 
I veſtris omnium auribus dignum promeret. 
LOWTA ORATIO CREWIANA, | | 
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| Degrees have continued, in form and mat- 
ter, preciſely the ſame. It is not therefore 
in the leaſt ſurpriſing, if they are not in 
every reſpect ſo well adapted to the preſent 
period, as they were to that in which they 
were compiled, or to ſome preceding one, 
wherein ſome of them were originally devi- 
ſed; if, during an interval ſo conſiderable, 
ſome new circumſtances have long ſince 
ariſen in the ſtate of learning and method of 
education, which have had a fatal tendency 


to diſappoint the good intentions as well of 


the Legiſlature as of the Magiſtrate. One 
circumſtance of the firſt importance, I will 
hs leave to mention. 


1 THINK it may be laid down as a prin- 


W that a literary exerciſe will always be 


better ſupported by the honour which may 


attend it, than by the authority of the Ma- 


giſtrate. The one is an impulſe which acts. 


perpetually and univerſally, in different 
degrees perhaps upon different characters, 


but in ſome meaſure upon all; on thoſe moſt 


effectually, whom it is the deſign of literary | 


examinations to bring into public view, 
men of genius and induſtry. Whereas the 


other 1s partial and temporary, depending = 


* N r 22 1 F FC S 
5 FEY J 3 ans. oe UI I I I ir IG dd uy Ge R 
2 ES hs A Ä ̃ M ⁵ ß ̃ ßßßß ß, OE MI EE DI ITE ALAS ̃ ̃ , ̃⅛ ͤÜ„mB. ,n TC IE ORR ID 
7 . 3 SE ra eg 2 n Or TTT 272ͤ En os 
5 3 1 n * n 3 oh [44 — 5 - 8 3 W 75 n 8 7 - WS 


ES Ae SS. ĩͤ 


3 


* 1 


1 


much on n the n and Cntiments of the 
Officer; an incitement which operates 
fluggiſhly and imperfectly; pointing, as to 
its fartheſt object, only to a certain medi- 
ocrity ; ; having little influence on men of 
genius, whoſe moſt "moderate attainments 
commonly carry them beyond that medio- 


crity, and ſet them above the fear of a re- 


pulſe. I apprehend this poſition, well un- 
derſtood and purſued, cannot be controvert- 
ed. However if it be not, on the firſt 
view, clear beyond all doubt and excep- 
tion, this at leaſt will be univerſally ac- 
knowledged, that a literary exerciſe will be 


far better ſupported by the hopes of honour 


and the authority of the Magiſtrate united, 
than by the latter only. 


"Lat us examine our Public End upon 
each of theſe meaſures; and conſider what 


are the incitements laid before the Student 
to perform them well. It is true, he has 
the authority of the Magiſtrate conſtantly 


hanging over him; if he does not acquit 
himſelf ſo as to give ſatisfaction, he may 


be repelled from his Degrees. This, be- 


ſides the preſent inconvenience attending it, 


would involve him in ſome diſgrace ; and 
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& far, 1t muſt be acknowledged, the autho- 
rity of the Magiſtrate carries with it a ſmall 
portion of the other motive, and operates f 


on his ſenſe of honour. But we are care- 
fully to obſerve, that-it affects this ſentiment 


only on its weaker and more ignoble ſide. 
The Magiſtrate may, if he pleaſes, expoſe 
to ſhame; but he has no honours 10 confer, 


He comes armed only with terrors; and 
theſe his humanity will very rarely permit 


him to diſplay: the conſequence is, the 


ſtandard of demerit {if F may ſo expreſs my- 
ſelf) ſufficient to call them forth is reduced 
as low as poffible: the moſt moderate at- 


tainments therefore will render the Candi- 3 
date ſecure againſt the inconvenience and 
It remains then that 
he has no incitement- before him, arifing 
from the authority of the Magiſtrate, - to 


infamy « of a repulſe, 


endeavour to exceed this general ſtandard, 
and to perform his exerciſe in any better 
manner, than fuch as will enable him to 


| obtain his Degree: 


ler us now * how far tha Candi- 


date is induced to perform his exerciſe well 


by the hopes of honour. In the firſt place, 
as we Err no distinction of Claſſes, the 
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| Depree itſelf, if he obtain it in u way, is 
equally reputable. All the honour therefore 
which he can acquire by a creditable ap- 
pearance, muſt depend ſolely on the opinion 
and private report of the parties who may 
happen to be preſent. How trifling and un- 
important this in general is, muſt be evi- 
dent to any one who vifits our Schools. 
With reſpe& to that part of the Exerciſes 
which conſiſts of Diſputations, they are very 
rarely, if ever, attended by private perſons ; ; 
by the Magiſtrates as often, I make no 
doubt, as is conſiſtent with the multiplicity 
of their engagements, and the frequency 
and length of the exerciſe; but thefe cir= 
cumſtances render it abſolutely impoffible for 
them to attend ſo conſtantly and uniformly, 
as to keep up any ſentiment of honour or 
hope of reputation in the Diſputant. The 
fame obſervation is equally true of the Exa- 
minations, Solemn Lectures, and Declama- 
tions; excepting only, that in the firſt of 
theſe three Maſters are preſent” of courſe, 
and in the laſt the Junior Proctor. With 
theſe exceptions, there is a perfect ſolitude 
throughout the Schools during the perform- 
ance of every exerciſe. But even if a Ma- 
giſtrate were always . he would not 
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conſtitute that kind of audience, which is 


| necellary to raiſe an emulation i in the breaſts 


of the Candidates. His authority wopld 


doubtleſs preſerve « order and regularity ; but 


it is the teſtimony of Numbers, of Equals 
eſpecially, engaged in the ſame purſuit. of 


| honoup, and, I may add, of intereſt, which 


is the effectual incipement to excel. 


When for ſome time = eee of 
the Exerciſes has been ſuch, that no honour 


is uſually gained by a good appearance or 


loſt by a bad one, it becomes unfaſhionable 


and invidious to aſpire after it. A young 


man muſt have acquired a degree of courage, 
with which natures the moſt deſerving are 
in general the leaſt furniſhed, before he will 


be induced to ſtep forth out of the. groupe; 


and. by an effort, eaſy perhaps to himſelf, 


but painful to his neighbours, endeavour to - 
render himſelf conſpicuous. It will be un- 


popular, for inſtance, t to be a ready Diſpu- 


tant; to hold an argument (even in the moſt 


modeſt, inoffenſive manner) as a trial of {kill 
rather than a mere matter of form. 1 will 
venture to ſay a young man would be reckon- 
ed vain and Piper who ſhould Dot. his 
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1 
— in n his pocket, and ſpeak it mes 
moriter with grace and propriety, And I be- 
lieve there are few Officers who do not recol= 
lect ſeveral young perſons of the firſt charac 


ter in their reſpective Colleges, who have 


gone through their Public Exerciſes, their 
Diſputations particularly, in a manner ſo 
extremely negligent, that a Stranger would 
have concluded they were utterly unac- 
quainted with the * elements of Jearmy 
ing, 


If we lay theſe conſiderations together, 
we ſhall have a full view of the fituation of 
the Candidate, and may ſee diſtinctly what 
motives he has to acquit himſelf handſomely 
in the performance of his Academical Ex- 
erciſes. The authority of the Magiſtrate 


will influence him ſo far, as to bring him up 
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to a certain ſtandard of mediocrity, in order 
to avoid the inconvenience and infamy of a 
tepulſe: how low that ſtandard is, and in 
the nature of thing always will be, and in- 


| deed, eonſidering the exigencies of human 
life, the unequal endowments of Nature 
and benefits of education, and (which may 


berg ſome weight) the preſent demande of 


8 


h, it ought to be, no ond can 1 t 

Beyond this line he has no pub- a 

— carry him; he has com- h 

monly no witneſſes to his appearance ; no b 
avenue to reputation. He finds himſelf, ti? 

true, in the Temple of Virtue; but no 2 | 

= 0 


portal opens in it, to give him even a diſtant 
view of that other ſhrine, to which it was 
ſuppoſed to introduce him: ſhe has nothing 
but her own native charms to excite his 


wiſhes; and even thoſe it is become un- 
faſhionable and ſuſpicious publicly to ad- | * 
mire. + The plain conſequence is, that his V 
private purſuits of learning will be. propor- I 
tioned to his natural turn, endowments, and FX h 
opportunities, - whatever they happen to be: © 
in the public diſplay of his attainments, if n 
they are moderate, the utmoſt extent of hi- 5 
ambition will be to avoid diſgrace; which 8 P 


nevertheleſs, by making too nice a calcula- 
tion, he will occaſionally incur : if they are 


eminent, he will obtain the ſame end with » 
facility and ſecurity, which in the former 8 
caſe was gained with ſome degree of anxiety h 
and danger; and the more learning and ˖ 


good ſenſe he is bleſt with, the more cau- 
tious will he be of even injuring his repu- 


(13 ) 


tation by. an. unneceſſary oſtentation of, hig 
abilities, and by aiming, at honours, which, 
however truly liberal and Aenne ara 
become unfaſhionable and ee 80 


That this is a fair and true ME Wb 
of his caſe, ſeems abundantly evident from 
a general view of our Exerciſes, as con- 
ducted at preſent: : let us conſider ſome. 
particular inſtances. Can it in reaſon be 


'F expected that a Student ſhall take any pains 


to acquit himſelf well in his Diſputations, 
when his audience conſiſts ſolely of his Fel- 
low Diſputant, | an acquaintance or two per- 


= haps who come to amuſe him during his 
„. confioement,. and 2 fingle. Magiſtrate Who 


may or may not (as it happens) hear him 
g0 through an argument ? Can it be ſup- 


poſed that a young man of ingenuity and 


learning will be accurate in preparing mat- 
ter for a Philoſophical Diſquiſition, and 
take pains to clothe it in reputable language, 
in order to read a Solemn Lecture, to which 
be is morally certain he will have but One 
Auditor which tis highly probable will 
be W a Wall Lecture? which it would, 


d See page x, | 


can in any reaſon be expected : 
are generally a kind' of Committee of his 
Friends; who, though under ſuch obliga- 
tions as can never fail to render his exa- 
yet will of 


2 EET 
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be reckoned invidious and impertinent in 
any private perſon to attend, and a mark 
of vanity in the reader to deliver in ſuch a 
voice and manner, as to render it intelli- 
gible ? Again, how extremely lender is the 
inducement, in compariſon of what it 


might be, to a young man to acquit him- 


felf with honour at his Examination ? when 
the only perſons who are to be witneſſes to 
this laſt and great teſt of his abilities and 
induſtry are, at the utmoſt, a Magiſtrate 


and three Maſters. The conſtant attendance 


of the former is not required by Statute, nor 
the latter 


mination fair and ſtatutable, 
courſe be cautious of diſtreſſing him by 
unneceſſary inquiſitions, and will rather con- 
ſult his ſecurity by a moderate teſt, than his 
honour by a ſevere one. Beſides, to repeat 
what I take to be a fundamental conſidera- 
tion, it is not the preſence of three or four 
perſons, however reſpectable in office and 


character, that will ſerve to excite the e- 
mulation and call out the abilities of the 


rr G - ; 
$ 8 gs 2 een yn a ISS 3 5 
a OED Ends lp 7 fn eos Sago $ 
J ⁰ A ENS CN ES . : 
. * 3X 8 \ 1 
* 


88 
3 
2 
1 
A 
2 
CODEN 
* 2 
N 
= 
8 
N 
3 
A 1 
i 2 
28 27 
pH 
> I 
9 
MP. 
"Ot 
N 
</ 
; 
5 Wy 
RI 


M1 
Candidate. «It. the number as well as 
« the dignity of the audience, which 


« makes the oRATOR; a thin aſſembly 
« renders him languid and indifferent.“ 


It is the ſame in every exertion whatſoever, 


which has reference to the Public Opinion. 
So in this caſe, as well as others : ſuppoſe 
the attainments of the Candidate to be as con- 
fiderable as you pleaſe : the three Maſters 
will be the ſole depoſitaries of his reputa- 
tion: they will doubtleſs mention him with 
honour as occaſion may offer; but the 


teſtimony 1 is confined within a ſmall circle; 


it has at beſt a very imperfe& influence on 


his character; it often ſo happens that it has 


none at all. 


- 


It ould ſeem therefore.u upon a full view 


of the matter, that the principal reaſon of 


the decline of our Academical Exerciſes is, 


that they are become Too PRIVATE. And. 


of this circumſtance it 1s not difficult to aſ- 
ſign the cauſe. 


Wicca they were Auen whether we 
have reſpect to the compilation of the pre- 
{ent Code, or rather to the more ancient ſta- 


tutes and uſages upon which it was formed, 
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che ſtate of literature, as every one ktiows, 
was extremely different from what it is at 
preſent. Learning was then in fewer hands; 
thete was little private Collegiate inſtruc. 
tion : the whole proceſs of Univerſity Edu- 


cation was catried on in the Schools; and | 


the Young Academic imbibed all his know- 
tedge either from the Lectures of the Profeſ- 
ſors , or the Public Exerciſes of his Equals 
and Seniors. Accordingly, among many 
other inſtances which might be mentioned, 
Scholars are bound by Statute to attend the 
Diſputations in Parviſo from one to four 
years ſtanding. The conſequence was, that 
Every School was a Public Theatre. Be- 


non erat, uti bene noſtis, adeo communis et per- 


vulgata Scientiarum interior et perfectior cognitio, neque | 
ubivis occurrebat qui Artium elementa paulo ſubtilius et 
copioſius explicare poſſet: accedebat bonorum librorum 


Ie 


magna paucitas : cogebantur igitur foris quærere quod 


non habebant domi. Itaque boni adoleſcentes turmatim 


itabant ad Scholas; Publicum Profeſſorem quaſi oracu- 2 
lum quoddam audiebant, “ intentique ora tenebant:“ 
elapſa propemodum hora, ad alium ac deinde alium ſur- 


ſum deorſum protinus curſitandum erat, hunc e Dialec- 
ticæ ſpinetis ſeſe explicantem, illum fortaſſe Rhetoricæ 
floſculos legentem: tandem aliquando domum fe confe- 
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rebant plenos reportantes codicilios, unde, neſcio quomo- 


do, magno certe cum labore ex magna rerum farragine, 
pauxillum tamen quiddam extricabant, quod eſſet ex uſu. 
Alia autem hodie rerum eſt facies, &c. LOW TH ORATIO 
IAN Xx. Se A | 
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Gdes, the Scholaſtic Learning then ſa 200 
in vogue, and the unſettled ſtate of queſ⸗ 
tions innumerable, which are now either 


entirely diſregarded or more clearly aſcer- 


tained, naturally introduced and ſupported 
ſuch a love of wrangling and diſputation; as 
would infallably enſure an audience to every 
exerciſe, and animate the Student in the 


performance of it. How extremely diffe- 


rent is the preſent ſituation of things, I 


need not obſerve. We have only to conſi- 
der the natural conſequences of this great 
alteration. From thence it ſeems to have 


ariſen, that our Schools are ſolitary and un- 


frequented: this ſolitude and infrequency 


have operated reciprocally, and rendered the 
Exerciſes, every day, if poſſible, leſs amu- 


ſing and inſtructive: till at length they are, 


for the moſt part, become mere lifeleſs 


forms; ſupported only by the letter of the 


Statute and the authority of the Magiſtrate ; 
attended with little edification to the Stu- 


3 dent, and ſtill leſs honour either to bimſelf 
or to his Univerſity. 


3 CANNOT nde but humbly appre- 


hend, with great deference to the opinion of 


ſo numerous and reſpectable a Body, as that 
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under whoſe wiſdom and authority any im- 
provement muſt, in its ſeveral ſtages, be 


contrived and matured, that an evil of ſuch 
a magnitude deſerves the ſerious conſidera- 


tion of the Univerſity: that as it does not 


ſeem to have taken its riſe from any neg- 
lect in the Adminiſtration, ſo it cannot 


be effectually remedied by the extraordinary 
vigilance of any Magiſtrate ; but that as it 
is the natural conſequence of an important 


_ alteration in the ſtate of learning and pre- 
vailing mode of education, nothing leſs can 


reach it, than ſome new regulations, by 


which the ſcheme and form of our Exer- 


ciſes may be better adapted to the preſent 


fituation of both: and laſtly, that if any 
method could be hit upon, which would an- 
ſwer this defirable purpoſe, ſuch as would | 
perfectly coincide with the general plan of 
our diſcipline, and occaſion no extraordi- 
| nary trouble in the execution, it could, I 

conceive, be attended with no inconveni- | 
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ence, would operate very favourably on the : 


private ſtudies and deportment of our younger 


Members, do fingular ſervice to the cauſe 4 
of learning, and great honour to the Uni- 


verſity. 


CW). 

4 The following ſketch does not claim to 
come within this deſcription: if any part of 
it ſhould happen to be uſeful in any future 
deliberations on this ſubject, the gy of 

the Wrices will be anſwered. 


THE EXERCISES may be conveniently: 
divided into three kinds. The firſt and moſt 
important branch, which, if well regulated, 
would have a very extenfive and beneficial 
influence on the reſt, is the Examination. 
The ſecond conſiſts of Diſſertations, Decla- 
mations, or other Philoſophical or Philolo- 
gical Compoſitions. The third, of ſuch 
exerciſes as are performed in the way of Lo- 
gical Difputation. ,We will confider them 
in their order ; confining our obſervations, 
for the preſent, to the Degrees in Arts; af 
ter which it will be eaſy to 2 them to 
bart in Tos Law. W i 


The whole MATTER of the Examina- 
tion appears to be ſo well conceived, as 
to be capable of little, if any, improve 
ment: I would propoſe a light alteration in 
the MANNER mas it; flight in h Out way 
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important in its effect. It ſeems * 


Iy evident, that the decline of our Acade- 


mieal Exerciſes is, in a great meaſure, if 


not entirely, owing to this circumſtance, that 
they are become PRIVATE ; the plain conſe- 
quence is, they do not ſuggeſt to the Can- 


didate any idea of honour or reputation; 


there is no emulation, no modeſt purſuit of 


glory or victory; effugere eſt triumphus,---the 
only object, and that, as might well be ex- 
pected, not very fteadily purſued, 1s to avoid 


diſgrace. Now with reſpe&t to the Exa- 


minations, the. moſt probable method of 
rendering them more public, is to make 
them leſs frequent. In the preſent ſtate of 
learning and ſyſtem of education (as has 
been before obſerved of the Exerciſes in ge- 
neral) it cannot be expected, nor is it in- 
deed to be wiſhed, that young men ſhould 
crowd to. the Schools every day to attend 
them ; if they were held but once a week, 
the caſe would be pretty much the fame; 
were even limited to once a Term, I 
am very apprehenſive that the frequency of 
the entertainment would: ſoon abate the. re- 
liſh of it. The ſame conſiderations apply 
ſill more. forcibly to the Maſters of Arts, 
and the reſt of the Senior part of the Uni- 
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verlity fas 855 Would not Tally Ph. Induced 


to and frequent exhibitions of this kind: 
and yet their preſence 1 is very deſirable, coulc 


it be obtained, to add weight and dignity to 


the proceſs, and excite the emulation of the | 


Candidates. 
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In 1 preſent ſtatutable et the El 


| W 0 0 is Tappote, to be held by the 


1 2 


Ry Congregation ; every Member of which 
Houſe may examine if he pleaſes*, The 
Senior Proctor is to aſſign three Regents to 
make up this Delegacy ; their office is to 
continue per tres dies examinatorics ; and they 
are to examine only fix in a day, which 
number the modern practice has greatly di- 
miniſhed. The benefit reſulting from this 
laſt article is, that the Maſters have time 
to examine them very fully; the diſadyan- 
tage attending it, that the dies examinatoris 
muſt be fo extremely numerous, and occur 


ſo frequently, that no one but the Exami- 


ners will attend: and this has produced the 
fatal effects above ſpecified. e the 


* Stat, l. 2. 1, 2. 
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teflicflonial to be given by the Examiners is 


conceived in general terms, Iaudabiles pro- 


greſſus er Pares ei gradui guem "ambit feciſſe 


comperimus ;--afſigning rx no honourable diſtinc- 
tion 'to ſuperiour merit. I would propoſe 


therefore, that the Examination ſhould be 


held in he preſence of the Congregation, 
by two Maſters appointed either annually, or 


rather once in three years, under the title 


of Examiners or Cenſors, who ſhould by 
virtue of their office, like Lecturers, Profeſ- 
ſors, &c. be Members of Congregation; and 


at one ſtated time in the year for each De- 


gree, for ſo many days as may be requiſite, 


J would ſuppoſe, for TRANCE, that a certain 
week in Lent Term! were allotted for the 


Examination of all who are Candidates for 
their Firſt Degree the enſuing year, and an- 


other in A& Term, for that of Candidates for 
the Second : that a Congregation were held 


in each week, fot ſo many days as ſhall be 


neceſſary, either in the Theatre, or in the 
Natural Philoſophy School properly fitted 


up for that purpoſe, at the diſcretion of the 
Vice-Chancellor : : that every Member of the 


— 


1 The firſt week ſeems to bs 1 on one account, 
namely, that the Cafididates who are of ſufficient ſtanding 
may proceed to their 3 an afterwards, 
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Congregation, ſhould. Yags a right, 1 as a pre- 
ſent, to examine the Candidates, but that 


the Cenſors or Examiners ſhould take the 


general management of it. As a great deal 
depends upon the order, place, and manner 
of examination, I would ſuppoſe, if it be 
held in the Theatre, the Examiners to be 

ſeated in the roſtrum on one. fide, and the 
Candidates to appear, one by one, accord - 
ing to ſeniority, in that on the other: : if in 


the Natural Philoſophy School, in two 
roſtrums, in like manner ſituated and adapt- 


ed to the purpoſe. In this way I would pro- 
poſe that every Candidate ſhould be examined 
ſeverally in the preſence of the Houſe; and 
that, according to their appearance, they 
ſhould afterwards. be ranged by the Exami- 
ners in three Claſſes; LASSIS YRINMA and 
SECUNDA, - comprehending thoſe who had 
diſtinguiſhed themſelyes in different propor- 
tions, to be made public; and the third Claſs, 
comprehending ſuch as did not deſerve ſuch 
particular notice, to be paſſed over in ſilence. 
Six days, it is probable, would ſuffice for 


one Examination, and four for the other. 
I ſhould conceive, that an Examination ſo 
contrived, ſo many Candidates appearing ta- 
gether, the Congregation ſitting the whole | 
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time, and this only t ten days in the yea 


r 
| (befides* that the parties themſelves Thee 


eonftitute a large aſſembly) would. be con- 
anti and numerouſſy attended, not only 
in che infancy of the inſtitution, but as long 
a:it thould continue. The neceſſity of ap- 
Pariag before ſo numerous and refpectable 
#8 audience, where he may lay the foun- 
dation ef his reputation and future fortunes, 
muſt be a wonderful incitement to the Stu- 
ent to purſue His preparatory. ſtudies; and 
the Claſs he is placed in being matter of 
publie notoriety, he is ſure to have a teſti- 
mony proportioned to his attainments, which 


will follow him as Well out of he. Serie 


Enit! 11 907 10 85 = . 
Wil Sa 8 11 768 886 (TE 1 

Phe benefits which may be abeced 
from àn inſtitution of this fort, 1 ſhould 
Rope, are fo very conſiderable, that an ob- 
Jection, if any ariſe, would be cautiouſly 


diſeuſſed and examined, before it were ad- 5 


mitted to counterbalance them. 1 will men- 
tion fach as occur to 1 me. „ 

5 * erf E LE; 

. the firſt EY it may be feared, that 
when a number of Candidates are to paſs 
their Eraminatien f in one ay, the greater 
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CRF 
part may not be examined ſo fully and 


thoroughly as they ought to be; — Exa- 


miners may dwell with pleaſure on the diſ- 
play of uncommon merit, and paſs over me- 
diocrity and demerit: and it is ſuppoſed that 
this evil has been found” in fact to attend 


other public Examinations. Now I take 


this inconvenience, if ever it has ariſen, to 
be owing partly to a circumſtance, which 
may, at firſt mention, appear inconſiderable, 


namely, to the local ſituation of the Candi- 


date and Examiner in the houſe, which I 
would therefore wiſh to guard againſt ; and 


partly to its not being made an indiſpenſa- 
ble article, that every individual Candidate 


be ſeverally examined. Now the method 
above mentioned provides, it is apprehended, 


for both theſe points. Every Candidate ap- 
pears in his turn, in the full view of the Con- 


gregation and the reſt of the aſſembly z the 
queſtions put to him and his anſwers are heard 
diſtinctly by every one: it ſeems therefore 


inconceivable that the Examiners, thus act- 
ing under the public eye, ſhould ſo far con- 
ſult their eaſe or indulge their partiality, as 


not to carry every ſeparate Examination to a 


reaſonable length, and proportion it fairly 
and equitably to the apparent powers of the 
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Cindidate. The PUBLIC FoRM of the Ex. 


amination is a perpetual ſecurity, as well 


againſt the poſſible negligence of the Exa- 


miners,” as 2 925 the een of the 
Student. = 


> Tr : 


ws, 


Acgedenühy it may be Wucht that the 
Heoeltiey of a Congregation fitting for ſeve- 
ral days together will be an unreaſonable 
Nuten on the Vice-Chancellor, Proctors, 
and Regents. I really think, on a fair view 


of the matter, it will be found to diminiſh 
their trouble, inſtead of increaſing it. As 
to the Regents, whoſe duty it is at preſent 
to examine, this method only concentres 
the attendance of the whole year into a few 


days: : the alteration therefore i is, on this ac- 


count only, in their favour. But the pro- 
bable conſequence of an Annual Exami- 
nation will be, that young men will enter 
at a particular time of the year, in order 
to fall in conveniently with it. The reſult of 
this (beſides the great benefit and convenience 
ariſing from it in their private inſtitution) 


will be, that they will generally offer as Can- 


didates for their Degrees all together; a cir- 
cumſtance which will relieve the Vice-Chan- 
cellor Proctors and Regents from a great, 
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and in truth a very unreaſonable, burthen; 8 
to which they are ſubject at preſent, nals. | 


a perpetual attendance on Congregations *, 
for conferring, as it frequently happens, 4 


0 | fingle degree. This conſideration, excluſive 
of the other, ſeems to be a full anſwer to 
te objection; but if both together were 
not ſo, the Magiſtrates and other Members 
of Congregation would doubtleſs think their 
4 time well beſtowed on a buſineſs of ſo ſalu⸗ 


tary” a Amr 6 2 * 


1 2 1 
A third objection! may be; ati an Exa- 
2 mination ſo very public is too formidable 
to young men of modeſt diſpoſitions and 


perhaps moderate attainments. If this 
would be a fault in the inſtitution, it would 


9 certainly be on the right ſide: we know at 
= leaſt, by fatal experience, the ill tendency 
of the contrary extreme. But in fact, men 
in every period of life ſcarce know the full 
extent of their own abilities, and the pre- 
ſence of mind they are capable of, till they 


are put to the trial. It is extremely fortu- 


nate for them, when the nen they are 


On a very moderate computation, not leſs than % 
may in the year. 
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bleſt with happen to be called out early, 
T he ſooner. young men are taught to ap. 
pear. and ſpeak in public, the better; this 
very confideration is a common argument in 
favour of Public Schools, and an objection 
to private ones; it gathers ſtrength in a ſur, 
priſing proportion, when it comes to be ap, 
plied to the laſt ſcene of education, il 
IIniverſities. And, I doubt not, many men 
of ſuperiour abilities have been loſt, in ſome 
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meaſure to themſelves, greatly to the Uni- oc 
verſity, entirely to the Public, for want of Mt 


ſome Academical inſtitution or happy op- 


early to exert their talents, and corrected in 
due time that exceſs of modeſty, which fre- 
quently: attends merit of every kind, and 
renders it, not perhaps leſs amiable, but cer: 
tainly laſs uſeful. This circumſtance thet 


of obliging young men of various temper MM 


portunity, which might have induced then Þ 
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and abilities to appear, after three or four 


years reſidence in the Univerſity, before 1 


numerous and reſpectable aſſembly, is, ut 


my humble opinion, ſo far from being u 


objection to the inſtitution, that it is a ſu- 


gular recommendation of it. The thing 9 


will grow familiar to the Student, fron et 
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W before he comes to Experience it himſelf ; : 
| and when he has once appeared in public, 
with tolerable ſatis faction and confidence, on 
ſo trying an occaſion, it is probable he will 
have no very awful apprehenſions of any 
other which may afterwards occur to him. 
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Examiners will naturally proportion their 
inquiry to the apparent abilities of the Cane 
ſai BY didate ; their good ſenſe will of courſe lead 
of them to diſplay the ſuperiour attainments of 
ſome, and their humanity will move them, 


* 1 5 * 
* 
I 
| 
N 
{ 
_ 
| 
1 
| 
KD 
x7 
* 
. 
N 
#4 
«el 
8 

12 
1 * N 

x. 
255 
5 : 

N 
$86; 
Ws 
5 

8 

25 

* 8 

EL) 

Py 
== 
Bots 
* 

58 
8 
N 

Lp x 
8 
. 
32 

21. 

&. 

BL 
8 8 
oe 
20861 
5 Þ) 

254 
8 

N 
© © is 
2 

Wt 
2864 
"81 
ed 
1s 
VS. 
3s! \ 
to 29 Be: 
2 ug 
SERA 
i $8 F -- 
: * 
Be 7 
8 
g 2 by 
2 5 
1 5 5 
* 88 7 
3 


the defects of others; and they will act too 
much under public obſervation to ſhew an 
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b being the deſign of literary trials to depreſs 
modeſty or to lay open imperfection: they 
are not ſuppoſed, like the petty tyrant in 
1 ſtory, to. meaſure every genius by one com- 
mon ſtandard ; but, by a diſcreet applica- 
tion of it, to unfold every, even the mean- 
| eſt, capacity to its full extent; to excite, 
Poung men to a dye attendance on a courſe. 
ef wholeſome diſcipline, in contemplation. 
9 f the time when their REPUTATION will. 


his obſervation. on bis acquaintance, even 


BY Mean time it is to be underſtood, that the 


BY with due moderation, to throw a ſhade on 


f upjuſtifiable lenity to any. It is far from 
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depend en ks; uſe they wall vu mad = and 
of it; "and thus, by 1 motives which no inge- | at 


| nuous mind can reſiſt, to lay them under * FZ 
kind” wr neceſſity of. rendering thernſelyeꝭ = to 


in their ſeveral proportions, uſeful and orna. We inf 
mental to Society, | „ |. 

| | 7 © 

There is one particular objection, which Bu 
may be conceived to lie againſt making the in 
Examination for the Second Degree ſo pub - ¶ to 
lic; namely, that Men of long ſtanding, th 
Clergymen for example, as is often the caſe, WW 12 
who have occaſion to proceed to this Pen ter 
late in life, will never endure to undergo ſo V4 


| public an inquiry, in ſuch branches of lear- Pr 
ning eſpecially, as they have long ſince ne- "on 
elected and forgot. The difficulty would, in. 
no doubt, ſubfiſt for a ſeaſon, and would | to 
ſtrike very forcibly on thoſe who ſhould . W. 
happen to be involved in it. And yet, | be 
think, it would in a few years loſe much fes 
of its terror. Men who had already paſſed e 
a public! Examination for their Firſt Degree, it 
would not apprehend ſo much, even at any 2 
time of life, from a ſimilar trial for their WF ® 
| Second.” Their ſituation would, if neceſſary, th 


plead their excuſe, and beſpeak the lenit / 


c 3 


and reſpect of the Examiners. However, if 


it were found to be a difficulty, which ſome 


few perſons could not perſuade themſelves 
| to encounter, yet it ſhould ſeem that the 
inſtitution, if on the whole deſirable, ought 
not to be given up in condeſcenſion to their 
articular circumſtances and convenience. 


But after all, an exception might be made 


in their favour. Suppoſe a proviſion were 


to be framed in the ſtyle and tendency of 
the clauſe for accumulating the two Degrees 


in Divinity *, that a perſon who had paſſed 


ten years from his admiſſion to his firſt De- 


gree, &c. might be examined, after the 
| preſent manner, in any term. It may be- 
come matter of conſideration, whether this 


indulgence ought not to be ſtrictly confined 
to this fingle caſe. It is certainly to be 


wiſhed, that any rule to be eſtabliſhed ſhould 
be general, and the practice uniform. It 


ſcems at leaſt inexpedient to create any other 
exception by Statute. The Convocation have 
it always in their power to act in ſuch caſes 
fro re nata. But the following proviſion 
may probably have a e influence on 
chis matter. 
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fometinies happen that a Cantidate for 


either Degree may not fatisfy the Examiner 


at His firſt appearance, it ſeems expedient 1 


not to expoſe him to the hazard of public | 


ſhame at the next Annual, Examination 


but to leave him to the diſcretion of the 


Examiners on a ſecond trial in private, Juſt 
as he would be circumſtanced upon a repulſe WW 
under the preſent eſtabliſhment. Now pri- i 
vate Examinations having, under this regu · Þ 
lation, a viſible connection with ſo diſho- 
nourable. a circuniſtance as a prior repulſe at 
the public one, they will in all probability 
be ever ſeen in an unfavourable light ; and 
this aſſociation, ſo long as any ſenſe of ho- 
nour and ſpirit of emulation can be ſup- 
orted, may render a diſpenſation for a 
y-Examination a very undeſirable, becauk 


an anreputable, favour. 


The proper choice of the Examiners being 3 


4 point of the firſt conſequence. in the exe- FA. 
cution of ſuch a plan as this, I would pre- 
ſume that great care would be taken to 
place the nomination in ſuch bands, as "8 
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there might be the leaſt probability of theis 
being appointed by rotation, or in any other 
method which might introduce a fortuitous 


or partial choice: that moreover the office 
would be inveſted with ſome ſuch reſpect- 


able appendages, as to render it rather an 
object of honour than of intereſt. As it 


: may require ſome degree of preparation and 


practice, to execute it with ſuch addrefs 
and facility as may do credit to the Univer- 
fity, it may perhaps be expedient to make 


I ſhall conclude this ſubject with a few 
remarks on the MATTER of the Exami- 
nation. | 


ing his proficiency in Mathematical Learn- 


ing, it ſeems much to be wiſhed that a par- 
= ticular attention were paid to a Science of 


| fuch extenſive utility. I would propoſe 
chen that a Candidate for the Bachelor's 


it a triennial e rather than an F- 
= annual one. 


As Tw1s is the only exerciſe which 
= affords the Student any opportunity of ſhewy- 
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; books of Euclid, in the nature and uſe of 
Numbers, particularly vulgar and decimal 
Fractions, and in the Elements of Algebra; 
and for the Maſter's, in the eleventh and 

twelfth books of Euclid, in ſome conve- 
nient Syſtem of Conic Sections and Tri- 
gonometry, in the nature and uſe of Lo- 
garithms, and in the principles of applying 
Algebra to Geometrical Subjects. Such a 
regulation: would, I am; perſuaded, do great 
| honour to ſeveral Students now in the Uni- 
verſity, and excite a uſeful emulation in 
others; and would moreover be naturally ſo 
Managed by the Examiners, as not to im- 

| poſe unreaſonable difficulties on wy. 


'. + The: Statute lays a ati ſtreſs on 

the Candidate's being able to expreſs him- 
ſelf fluently in Latin. The principal rea- 
fon. perhaps of this - proviſion was, that he 
might more effectually aſſiſt in carrying on 
the buſineſs of Convocation and the diſci- 
pline of the Schools: and, on this account 
only, a familiar acquaintance with the lan- 
guage is certainly very deſirable. - But the 
advantage of this attainment is not confined 
to the Univerſity. It will be found ex- 


78 


that period. So far as relates to the Public 


6 560 


tremely 1 on ſeveral. eben 


The ready uſe of Latin is much 
down in the world within theſe laſt e 


dred years; in conſequence of which, there 


is not that univerſal correſpondence. between 
learned men in all parts of Europe, which 
we may obſerve in former periods; whence 
tis probable the advancement. of true learn 


jog may be ſomewhat. obſtructed, For 


theſe reaſons it is much to be wiſhed, that 
this part of the Examination may be con- 


ducted in the moſt advantageous. manner. | 
The method ſuggeſted by the Statute * is 
well adapted to the purpoſe ;=---the preſence 


of a reſpeRable aſſembly walls I gals not, 
render it effectual. 


It has been ſometimes ſuggeſted, that the 


general courſe of our Academical Studies, 
during the firſt ſeven years, is not ſufficient= 


h directed to that Profeſſion, for which the 
= greater part of our Graduates are intended, 


and into which they uſually enter within 


Scheme of Education, the anſwer is OÞVIuSs 
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4 student being ſuppoſed to be admitted 
early into the Univerſity, and to ſpend the 


firſt ſeven years in ſuch general and inſtru- 


mental branches of learning, as may intro- 


duce him with advantage, either to the 
ſtudy of his particular profeſſion, or to the 


ordinary duties of public or private life. 


Though at preſent indeed the caſe is ſome- 
thing different; and ſuch Students as are 
deſigned for either of the three Faculties 


uſually turn aſide into the preparatory ſtu- 


dies, and too often into the employments, of 
their profeſſion, before they are admitted to 
the Second Degree; yet tis impoſſible ſo to 
frame the Public Exerciſes, which are for 


general uſe, as that they ſhould have imme- 


diate reſpect to any particular ſcience or ſitua- 
tion in life. This deſirable end can, for the 
moſt part, only be obtained, and is in fact 
amply provided for, by Collegiate and Pro- 
feſſorial Lectures; ſuch; for example, of the 


latter ſort, as are now read in Divinity, in 


Anatomy ad une, in Civil and Eng- 
iſh Law: ' Nevertheleſs, in one parti- 
cular Agnes and that in a point of the 
firſt importance, it is poſſible to render the 
Examination at the ſame time ſerviceable 


to every Candidate, and more eſpecially to 


A to tw w« oc OAack 


— 18 
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ſuch as are intended for the Study of Di- 


vinity. I would propoſe then, that onè of 


he Books preſcribed by ſtatute as a teſt 
of the | Candidate's! acquaintance. with the 


learned languages, ſhould be the New Te- 
ſtament ?; of which the former part ſeems 


moſt proper for the Firſt Examination, 
and the latter for the Second: and to this 
I would add the Articles of the Church ef 
England d. Conſidering to whom I addreſo 


myſelf, I need not enlarge on the exten 


five utility of ſuch a meaſure, taken in 
every. point of view; in an age which ren- 
ders it peculiarly neceſſary, to ſend out our 
Youth well inſtructed in the principles of 


Chriſtianity, engaged early on the ſide of 
Truth and Virtue, and ſteadily attached upon 
mature conviction to the pureſt Church in 
the world. 


3 z 
„ 11 MAP ſuppoſe the attention of the Candidate: not 
to be confined to verbal criticiſms, but alſo directed to 


the ſcope and argument of the paſſage, particularly in 


ſuch as reſpect fundamental doctrines: and this more or 
leſs, at the diſcretion of the Examiners, as the Candidate 
may happen to be in holy ri or deſi 18 for "Ii 
other profeſſion, | 


2 Conformably to che ſri of Stat. III. 2. „ Tutor vero, 
&c. and . . Lectis | hoon =, nee 
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The Statute requires a Candidate for the 
Second Degree to underſtand the | Hebrew 
Tongue. I cannot but think that the moſt 
natural and uſeful method of Examination 
in this particular, would be to propoſe: to 
him ſome part of the Hebrew Scriptures. 
The Bock of Geneſis, for inſtance, might 
afford a ſufficient ſpecimen of his acquain- 
tance with the language. This meaſure, in- 
variably adhered to, would anſwer the ſalu- 
tary intentions of the Statute; and would 
be ſo far from embarraſſing the Student, that 

am perſuaded he would ever after conſider 

It as a fortunate circumſtance, that he had 
been obliged, at an early period, to acquire 
a2 branch of knowledge, fo reputable to the 

Scholar, and ſo uſeful to the Divine. 
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It 3s probable ſome other parts of the 
Examination, thoſe for example which re- 
ſpect Natural Philoſophy and Metaphyſics, 

might be conducted with more advantage, 
and haye a better influence upon the prepa- 
ratory ſtudies of the Candidate, if, Inſtead of 
the ordinary method of propoſing a ſeries of 
queſtions, ſome approved Syſtem were made 
the baſis of the Examination. How far, 
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: 3 
and in what Sciences, it may be expedient: 
do aſcertain this matter, or to leave it to 
= the diſcretion of the Examiners, will deſerve 
cConſideration. | | 
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+ Trxz $2conD kind of Exerciſes conſiſts 
of Philoſophical and Claſſical Compoſitions z 
= namely, the Solemn Lectures and Declama- 
tions. The admirable deſign and tendency 
of theſe exerciſes needs no illuſtration z nei» 
ther is there any thing wanting to give them 
their due effect, but a numerous and re- 
ſpectable audience. It appears impoſſible 
to obtain this eſſential point, ſo long as they 
are allowed to be held every day or week in 
every term. The certain conſequences of 
this method, with reſpect to the Solemn 
Lectures, we know by a long unvatied ex- | 
perience : and had not the Univerſity, in the 
Statute of Declamations which is a later 
_ Inſtitution, well apprized of this inconveni- 
ence, provided a partial remedy *, the fate 
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- Tantisper expectabunt | Declamaturi ] dum Pro- 
curatorum alter, vel Pro-Procuratorum aut Magiſtrorum 
Scholarum aliquis (quorum ut ſemper aliquis Exercitiis 
hiſce ab initio ad finem interſit, et abſente Vice Cancel« 
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( 40 
of both exerciſes would deubtleſs have ths 


the ſame. I would therefore propoſe that a 
Week or ten days in Act Term, ſome time 


preceding the Examination, be ſet apart for 


the performance of theſe Exerciſes: that the 


ſubjects as well of the Lectures as of the 
Declamations be previouſly aſſigned or ap- 
proved, and the order of the Speakers ad- 


juſted, by the Proctors and Examiners; and 
the whole made public, inſtead of the pre- 
ſent Literæ Monitoriales, under their direc- 
tion, juſt as the Ordo Deter minantium is now 


ſettled and publiſhed by the Collectors. 
The Theatre ſeems to be far the moſt com- 
modious place for theſe Exerciſes, and is 


indeed the ancient School for others of the 


more ſolemn kind, particularly in Arts“. 


I would ſuppoſe the Vice-Chancellor, Proc- 


tors, and Examiners, uſually to attend in 
form, in the ſame manner as the three firſt 
do the Speeches of the Collectors; and the 


preſence of one Proctor at leaſt, together 
5 one or both of the Examiners, to be 


Jario præſit etiam, vigore hujus Statuti cautum eſto) ipſis 
ſigno dato ut Tales conſcendant, dicendi en faciant, 
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Sat. VI, 2. 14. 


5 , See Stat. vIL. 2. 8. and vn. 0 3. 
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( 4 ) 
indiſpenſable, conformably to the clauſe 


above cited in the Statute of Declamations. 
J would propoſe moreover, that the Candi- 


dates ſhould be bound, as to a part of their 


Exerciſe, to attend every day; and that a 
penal obligation to the like attendance 
ſhould be laid on all Bachelors of: Arts and 


\ Undergraduates ; which latter, though it 


might not operate univerſally, would al- 
ways have ſome effect, and might be enfor- 
ced occaſionally at the diſcretian of the Vice- 
Chancellor and Proctors, if ever (what con- 
fidering the nature and circumſtances of the 
Exerciſe is extremely improbable) it became 


neceſſary. It ſhould ſeem that the Decla- 
mations ought indiſpenſably to be deliver- 


ed memoriter; but that the Lectures, being 
of a philoſophical turn, of greater length, 
and rather calculated to ſhew clearneſs and 
ſtrength of judgment than eloquence, may 
without impropriety be read from notes. I 


cannot but think that theſe Claſſical and 
Philoſophical Proluſions, worked up with 


that care and accuracy, and delivered with 
that correctneſs of voice and manner, which 


the preſence of a reſpectable aſſembly will al- 
ways command, would be of infinite benefit 


to the Compoſer and Speaker, afford much en- 
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tertainment and ſome inſtruction to the Hear. 
. fd, and do great honour to the Univerſity, 

And if a ſmall collection of the beſt perfor. 
mances were to be. annually printed, this 
meaſure would be an additional incitement 
to excel; and may reaſonably be expected, 
conſidering the age and ſtanding of the Can- 
didate, to produce frequent ſpecimens of 
genius and learning, in the Philoſophical 


branch eſpecially, not unworthy the notice 


of the Public. 


Wr HAVE ſpoken of the Examinations, 
and of the Claſſical and Philoſophical compo- 
ſitions: the Diſputations remain to be con- 
fidered. A Logical Diſputation properly 
conducted has many advantages to recom- 


mend it, whether regarded as a mean of im- 


provement or as a teſt of merit. In the 
former view, it accuſtoms the Student to 
think and ſpeak with Order and Preciſion; 
td lay the ſeveral parts of the ſubject before 
his own mind, and that of his hearers, in 
ſuch a train, and ſo detached from foreign 
matter, as may beſt lead to a ſure diſcovery, 
or to a clear communication, of the truth. 


8 Add te this, that, like all other well devi- 
led exerciſes either of mind or body, it 


SS 


ED F 
E 
. — LSS 
P 


: 
N 
215 
+ 
n 
8; 
Ig 
4 
x 
"or 
22 
- * 
3) 1 
=D) 
ca. 
abs 
10S 4 
2 
8 
X, 
7 4 
I 
= 
"2 N 
2s 
7 
Ws 
8 
2 
8 
35 
8 © ” 
Py 
42-454 
3 
DE 
4, 
7 
3 
8 
* 
IS 
I 
12 
<0 
> 
JE 
"$A 
$6 
* 
* 5 
5 
4 5 
Wes 
47 p 
3 * 
L 
1888 
. 
99% 
8 
3 
1 
22 
2 
3 
N 
EN 
3 
1 
8 
EEE 
ES 
e 
REY 68 
rt 
ne Þ 
= > 
BY 
. 
83 
2 
RN 
N 
* 
. 
3 


2 ND CES 2 Wa $2 * 
TT 
. 


So PS oe Pa: eb Ros 

N HE. . . 9 
2 PS, EEE 
/ OT SES TT HERE 2 


* . et r 

) os An AM FP! 

3 ne Ted 7 N 
EE Ro UTR KIRK 


( 4 5 
ſtrengthens as well as directs the faculty 
it gives not only a grace and regularity to 
its movements, but alſo a vigour and faci- 
lity, Theſe recommendations, as is well 
known, Mathematical Learning has in com 
mon with Logical Diſputation. The foro. | 
mer indeed has this great advantage, that 
handling ſuch propoſitions only as are capa- f 
ble of ſtrict demonſtration, it leads the mind 
to her object by a ſtraighter and plainer | 
path; it inures her conſequently to a clearer A 
inveſtigation and a more vigorous apprehen- ; 
ſion of truth: whereas the latter, being com- 
= monly engaged in ſuch inquiries as termi» - | 
nate in a high probability only, or moral 3 
evidence, in ſome degree loſes this advan- 
tage; but then it compenſates the want of 
it by another, namely, that it habituates 
the underſtanding to ſuch xinND or IR VES. 
= TIGATION, and conducts it by ſuch sT s 
Ap PROCESSES, as will moſt frequently oc« = 
cut in every future diſquiſition : for, whether - 
in the labours of the cloſet or in the buſineſs 
of life, how great is the number of thoſe 
= truths which we are obliged to embrace 
upon moral evidence, in compariſon of 
thoſe which ate capable of mathematical 
3 | H | | 
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5 ( 44 ) 
demonſtrationn?? lt is like, 
wiſe to be obſerved, that though the dif. 
covery of truth neceſſarily. involves the 
detection of falſehood, and therefore every 
art which has the one for its end muſt vir. 
tually promote the other; yet, as the vari. 
ous objects of logical inquiry are more liable 
to falſe reaſonings than thoſe of mathema. 
tical, ſo alſo is the Art itſelf more particu. 
larly ſerviceable in tracing and confuting 
them. Truth and Falſehood are ſo often 
undeſignedly interwoven together, that tis 
no ſmall advantage to have the underſtand. 
ing well diſciplined in the beſt methods of 
ſeparating them: but when it is further 
conſidered, how much it has been the 
hateful ſtudy of ſome few Men of Ge- 
nius in every age induſtriouſly to confound 
them, and that in points. moſt intereſting to 
Mankind, the true Philoſopher” will be the 
more deſirous, as well for his own eaſe and 
| ſecurity as for the common welfare, to qua- 
lify himſelf, in the cleareſt and moſt deciſive 
manner, to detect and expoſe error, how- 
ever ſpeciouſly or confidently recommended. 
We cannot look into the labours of thoſe 
who have, from time to time, done this 
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| eminent ſervice to the Public, without: re- 
marking, that, as on the one hand Falſe· 
hood and Sophiſtry naturally introduce and 
ſupport each other, ſo on the contrary, theſe 

| illuſtrious perſons have conſtantly had the 
adyantage of their adverſaries, as well in the 
 c.eARNESs of their CONCEPTIONS and the 

= pus PROCEDURE of their ARGUMENT, as 
in the goodneſs of their cauſ. Laſt-- 
iy, Logical Diſputation, conſidered with 
Ja view to the improvement of the mind, 
has alſo this incidental advantage, that 
"i being carried on viva Voce, and in the 
way of friendly altercation, it quickens the | 
7 apprehenſion, and exerciſes the invention : 
and memory, by obliging the Student to | 
= take inſtantaneouſly the full ſcope of an ; 
unexpected argument, and to recur with 
cout premeditation, either to his natural 
powers or to his acquired ſtores, in order 
to weaken or repel its force. It 
cannot, I think, be doubted that a Lo- 
ical Disputation, well conducted, is a = 
good teſt of merit: inaſmuch as it furniſhes 
the Student with a fair opportunity of ſhew- - 
ing not only his expertneſs in the Exerciſe, ; 
b hut alſo the vigour and quickneſs of the 


( 46 ) 
faculty, which it is intended to direct ant 
improve. Moreover the Diſputant, at the 
ſame time that he diſcovers his natural abi. 
lities and his knowledge of the Art of Res. 
ſoning, cannot fail to give ſome proof of hi 
acquaintance with the Science from which 
_ «pins is taken. 


8. Tt ſeems therefore to be a prejudice not fa. 
vourable to the intereſts of learning and edy- 
cation, to extol either Logical or Mathemati. 
tal Exerciſes to the excluſion or diſparage- 
ment of the other. They ſtand admirably 
well together: they are the orderly applica. 


tion of the ſame reaſoning faculty to different | 


ſubjects, and lead by different paths to the 
fame important ends, the improvement of the 
| UNE Tt. and the diſcovery of Truth. | 


Theſe reflections naturally ſuggeſt to us 
two objects of great importance in the con- 
duct of our Academical Exerciſes : the one 
to introduce a few additional ſpecimens of 
Mathematical Knowledge; the other to put 
the Logical Diſputations upon a uſeful and 
reſpeCtable footing. The former point has 


been already attended to; the latter remain 


to be conſidered. 
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i | detter ſupported under the preſent eſtabliſha 
ment than any other; and that, for reaſont 
| which will alſo: render them more eaſy ta 
be maintained and improved. 


ed, the queſtions confined to ſome. 
Sciences, ſuch as are ſuitable to the ſtanding. 
of the Senior Bachelor who is Reſpondent, 
and the Vice-Chancellor and Proctors were 
to give their attendance in form, as they 
do at preſent at ſome of the Profeſſorial Lec- 
E tures; I am induced to think they would 


edifying manner, 
© Gfmilar to theſe above mentioned, could not 
fail, I ſhould conceive, to ſecure the due 
5 performance of the other diſputations which 
follow in the courſe of the Lent. 
for inſtance, adviſable to reduce the time 
indiſcriminately to the ſame length; per- 
baps two hours may be ſufficient, the firſt 
for the Scholar's diſputation, the ſecond far 
1 | the Bachelor's: it appears highly expedient - 
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The Lent: utes are - confeſſedly 


Thoſe on 

Aſh-Wedneſday in particular are ſo well ſus 
perintended, that if the time were ſhorten· 
particular 


very ſoon be conducted in a — and 
A few flight regulations 


1 See page v1. 
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to limit the Determiner to ſuch Sciences 4 


ate ſuitable to his ſtanding and ſituation, 


 fuppoſe to Phyſics, Metaphyſics, Ethics, and 
Natural Law: and above all, to render it 


neceſſary to the validity of the Exerciſe ( 
at preſent is the caſe with ſome others) that 
ai: Magiſtrate ſhould be preſent either the 
whole, or at leaſt the greater part of the time. 


Dhis laſt regulation would be attended with 


fingular advantage, and might, I. conceive, 
be carried into execution without impoſing 
too great a burthen on the annual Magi- 
ſtrates, if inſtead of the four Regents ap- 
pointed de guatriduo i in quatriduum ", the ſame 


or a greater number were nominated with 


their own conſent and with a ſtipend pro- 
portionable to their trouble, to ſuperintend, 
together with the Vice-Chancellor, Proctor, 


and Maſters of the Schools, the diſputations 


of the whole Quadrageſima. It ſhould 
ſeem that eleven or twelve would be a more 


convenient hour than the preſent. 


The remaining Diſputations for each 


Degree are the Diſputationes in Parviſo, fot 


the firſt, and the Diſputationet apud Agi. 


» Stat, vi. I. 3. compared with v1. 2. 15. 


'& 49 * 
tinenſes, and Quedlibetice, for the ſecond. RY, 


to that part of the Diſputationes in Paruiſo 


| which is uſualhy called Juraments, and the 
| Diſputationes Qudlibericæ, I confeſs I ſee no 
probability of ever rendering either of them 
an uſeful or reputable Exerciſe. The prin- 

cipal part of the Diſpurationes in Paruiſe, 


which is uſually called Generals, appears to 
labour under two inconveniences: the one, 


| that they are too long: the other, that the Of- 
| ficers appointed more immediately to ſuper» 
E intend them, being nominated occaſionally 
for a ſhort time, without their previous con- 
ſent, and bound only by a penal ſtatute, 
will not conſtantly give their attendance. 


In order to remedy theſe; inconveniencies; it 


ſeems adviſable to reduce the time to one 
hour, to aſſign the ſuperintendence of them, 
4 principio ad finem, to the Magiſtri Quadra- 
gemales above. hinted at: and, 


laſtly, for 
the better attendance and greater ſolemnity, 


as well as for the eaſe of the Proctors and 
Maſters, to appoint a particultr week or 
1 fortnight for the purpoſe of ade hem. 


5 ** the Exerciſes for the Second — 
5 are numerous and reſpectable, and the Dz/- 
8 Putationes apud Auguſtinenſes are much the 


7 w 5 


ſame as ſeveral others which the Candida 
has already performed, I ſhould humbly re- 
commend it to relieve him from an atten. 
dance, which affords him little opportunity of 
ſhewing his progreſſive improvement, and is 
conſequently. more likely to abate than 
quicken his emulation, by detaining him 
too long diſcipularum inter cathedras, engaged 
in purſuits which do not riſe in dignity, a 
he advances in ſtanding and knowledge. 
On the other hand, as the Exerciſes for the 
Firſt Degree are not numerous or burthen- 
ſome, I ſhould conceive that a ſmall addition 
might be made to them, ſimilar to what wa 
ſome time ſince made to thoſe for the Se- 
cond, with equal propriety and advantage. 
I would propoſe therefore that every Scholar 
ſhould be obliged to deliver two declama- 
tions in the ſame form and manner as the 
Bachelor; and that two or three days ſhould 
be allotted for this _ in the ſame 
ter m. 
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Tur EXERCISES of this and other Uni- 1M 
verſities have uſually been held in Latin; 
and there is doubtleſs a great propriety in 
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thus adopting a dead language, which, among 


literary men, and in places of general edu- 
cation, is become an univerſal one, Yet I 


cannot help ſuggeſting on this occaſion, that 


as the preſent Declamations for the, Second 
Degree, and theſe additional ones. for the 
Firk, (if they ſhould take place) are eyi- 
dently calculated to improve the Student in 


Claſſical learning and polite compoſition, it 


is ſurely deſirable that he ſhould pay ſome 
attention to the Language of his own age 
and country, as well as to that of Ancient 
Rome. It is indeed ſometimes urged, and 


I believe with undoubted truth, that a per- 


ſon who writes well in Latin will very rare- 
ly fail to do the ſame in Engliſh ; inaſmuch 
as, by an accurate application to one lan- 
guage, he will naturally gain ſuch an ac- 
quaintance with Univerſal Grammar, . and 


ſuch a habit of attention to the true im- 


port and more elegant arrangement of 
words and phraſes, as will facilitate his 
progreſs in every other ; and the ſame good 
ſenſe and taſte which recommend his com- 
poſitions in a foreign tongue, will, not for- 
ſake him when he ſits down to write in his 
own. We may venture perhaps to go one 
ſtep further, and affirm, that the Student 
2 =” | 
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- who has exerciſed himſelf much i in the Latin 
tongue, and in that of his own country 


little more than muſt always happen in the 
common intercourſe of life, will generally 


write the latter with greater elegance and 


propriety, than he who has neglected all ap- 


plication to the former. Mean time nothing 


ſeems more evident to common apprehenſion, 
than that a Man of Education ſhould ſtudy 


and exerciſe himſelf in both : and it appears 
on this account greatly to be wiſhed, that 


one of the Declamations for each Degree 


ſhould be compoſed in Engliſh. 


Tr wovLD be ſuperfluous to ſay much of 
the fingular advantages of a corre& and 
graceful Elocution ; how neceſſary it is, if 
he would do juſtice to his other abilitics, 
to every ohe who is called upon to appear 
in public; how ornamental and engaging 
even in common converſation and the ordina- 
ry intercourſe of life: ſo much will the repu- | 
tation of the Speaker and the influence of 
his argument, generally depend upon his 


manner, as well as upon his diction and ſen- 


timent. We cannot therefore but conſider 
the Art of Speaking as a point which de- 


ſerves great attention in a ſcheme of liberal 
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education : : nor can we doubt but our pre- 
deceſſors, in framing the Statute of Decla- 

mations, (though they have not ſo expli- 
| citly? declared it) intended this new exer- 
ciſe for a ſpecimen as well of manly elocution 


as of polite compoſition. I would ſuppoſe 
then a juſt pronunciation, and a correctneſs 
of voice and manner, to be made an eſſential 
requiſite to the due performance of every 
exerciſe. The preſence of a large aſſembly 
will have the ſame happy influence on this 
important object, as upon every other: it 
will not fail to quicken the attention of 
the Candidate, and add weight to the au- 
thority of the Magiſtrate: and if a ſpirit 
of emulation ſhould fortunately incite the 
Student to ſeek for previous inſtruction on 
this head, it might poſſibly give birth to 
ſome Public Inſtitution relative to this branch 
of education, which might do honour to the 


Univerſity, and be of great advantage to the 
Public. 


8 he E for the Degrees 
in Arts to be put upon any new eſtabliſh- 
ment ſimilar to what has been mentioned, 
it would be expedient on all accounts, to 


See the Statute. . 


Sen OY IE INS 


< = 

prey ot 
— — — 

SES BY, — 
— —— 

ä —— iow 

— — — 

— * 

- — — — 
* — 

— — — — - 


. hy 
E419 
Ma 
2 ; 
1 
A! 2 
FF 
J 1&5 
KT, 

# * 837 

90 

EY I 
Ba | | 
#4: 
. 
{} p 
. 
OY Fr 
_ i 
5 
e 4: 
8 {4 
4 1 
E * * 
9 
5 5 

1 

4 + 

f 5 Es 

1 i 

1 4 

zh 

6s | 7 
3F* 

a8: - 
- 4+ 

16 4 4 
WS - 

_ : 
3; 
i-Y 
73 : 

1 

1 

8 
"= 
3 

1 
* 

1 
_ 5 7 

Js A 15 
FIBA 
1 

1 

4333 
: 9 
1 
„ 
115 1 
Ws 6 
+ FF 1 
It: 

we | i: 
+ By 
N * i 
. 
1 4:9 
as 

N 8 

1+ 4 

5 is 

I ; : 

, 19 

: ; 

1 

4 5 : 

: i 4:6 

1 
41.5: 

4 ns ; : 
"a 
a? 
With | 

Th 
ng! | 

1 
1 

i 
= 7 
1 
1 + 
184: 
18} 
0; 1 
1 
84 
the: © 1h: 
11 
= 27 
N 
25 
= 7 
119 
145 
1 
$374 
$4375 
pt oo 
FR} 
jy 18 
} 16 
+ 1 
iii 
. : 
1 
19 
1 
1 
Me 387 
1 36! 
1 (| i 
"7 
i 7 
$4 ” : 
in 

Mi 
1 
Kit | 
$14 t 

14 1 

EM: | 
wn 
10 

1 
1 
ui $5 
1 

1 
11 

BE! 
1 
i 

"4 

Tk! 
8 
11 
jy { 
1 
1 
'F 1 
1 
it 
Th 


tt 
#' i 
1 + 
| 

Mat | 
* 
of: 


Degree, 1 apprehend, 
general tenour of our preſent ſyſtem ; and, 


T4 

pay a like attention to the Degree of Bache. 
lor in Civil Law, fo far as it is attain- 
able without paſling through Arts. This 


though it be allowed by Statute in other 
caſes, ſeems originally to have been grant- 


ed to ſuch Students only, as were obliged 
by the rules of their College to turn aſide 


early into the Law Line. It has uſually, 


and with good reaſon, been diſcouraged in 
' perſons not ſo circumſtanced ; and the regu- 


lations here ſuggeſted would introduce a kind 
of neceſſity of diſcouraging it ſtill more ; at 
leaſt of diminiſhing (as far as poſlible) the 


weight of every conſideration, which may 
have a tendency to recommend it. I would 
therefore propoſe, to oblige the Juriſt to 


perform the ſame Exerciſes as the Artiſt, dur- 
ing the whole courſe of his Seven Years : ex- 
cepting only, that inſtead of Determining 
he ſhould hold his preſent Law Diſputations, 


twice, for an hour each time, in Lent Term; 


that his Solemn Lectures ſhould be two in 
Natural Philoſophy, two in Moral Philoſo- 
phy, and two in Civil Law; and laſtly, that 
Juriſprudence ſhould make Pry. + of his Se- 
cond Examination. 


is contrary to the 
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HAVING gone through the ſeveral al- 

terations which are, with great deference, 
propoſed to the conſideration. of the Univer- 
ſity, it may be convenient to bring them 
into one view. Though they ſeem to pro- 
miſe a ſubſtantial = laſting improvement 

in a very important branch of our diſcipline, 
| they will perhaps, upon recital, appear to 
| be ſo moderate, and to coincide ſo perfectly 
with the general tenour of our preſent eſta- 
| bliſhment, that they may be introduced into 
it with little trouble or inconvenience. In 


the ſcheme here e it is propoſed, 


| SO FAR as relates to 8 Exerciſes for the 
1 Degree of BACHELOR OF ARTS : 5 


1 vide that the firſt part of the 
 DISPUTATIONES IN PARVIs0, Which is 
f uſually called GENERALS, be duly, ſuper- 
| intended @ principio ad finem : to reduce the 
: length of them to one hour; and to hold 
them all at one particular tine. To 
| omit the latter part, commonly called j u- 
RAMENTS. 


0-7 
II. To provide that the Diſputations call. 
ed ANSWERING UNDER BACHELOR be 


duly ſuperintended either the whole, or at 
leaſt the greater part of the time. 


To add to the preceding Exerciſes Two 


DECLAMA TIONS, one in Engliſh, the other 


In Latin, to be delivered publicly in the 
Theatre i in Act Term. 


III. To hold the EXAMINATION annu— 


ally in Lent Term, either in the Theatre or 


in the Natural Philoſophy School properly 
fitted up for the purpoſe, in the preſence 
of the Congregation, and under the imme- 


diate direction of Examiners ſpecially ap- 


pointed: to aſcertain and enlarge that part 
of the Examination which reſpects Mathe- 
matical Learning: to make the Hiſtorical 
Parts of the New Teſtament one of the 
Books preſcribed by Statute; and to ſubjoin 
the Articles of the Church of England: and 
laſtly, to aſſign an honourable diſtinction to 
ſuch Candidates as excel. 

In THE Exerciſes for the Degree of 
MasTER Or ARTs: © 
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I. To limit all the LENT DISPUTATIONS 
(ſuch as reſpect the Scholar anſwering under 
Bachelor excepted ) to ſuch Sciences as are 


| ſuitable to the ſtanding of the Bachelor: to 


ſhorten the time; and to appoint the moſt 
convenient hours: and to provide that the 


Diſputations ſubſequent to Aſh-Wedneſday 
| be duly ſuperintended either the whole, or 
| at leaſt the greater m of the time. 


II. III. To omit the Dis uTATIONES 
and the Dis PU- 


IV. v. To have the SOLEMN LECTURES, 


| and alſo the DPECLAMATIONSs, (one of the 


latter in Engliſh, the other in Latin) deli- 


| vered publicly in the Theatre in Act Term: 
| to provide that they be duly ſuperintended 


and frequented ; and that the beſt perfor- 


| mances be honourably e 


VI. To hold the ExxaMINxATIOx annu- 
| ally in Act Term, in the ſame form and 
manner as that for the Bachelor's Degree: to 
aſſign, among the other ſubjects of Examina- 
tion, certain higher parts of Mathematical 


„* N — TIE - 
—— — 8 — 6 ITE Ca — 
— - - r . 8 7 YES 
RG - oC 4 — jo , by > er DIVE — 3 — 
7 9g _ — 2 A ON I EI l 
— — SR — « — — 3 — a 1 
hs — 4 27 WAGE Roe — 6 —Y ng a 
oo 2 Ke. — — — —— — TUNIS AR Re d —— — 03g ——— 8 — * 3 B * * Ma 
0 < N W 2 EIT — — — * — — wm r e 4 = L — „ _ 
5 CR js 8 « GO r — — — 8 8 W e 
n 8 — — P.. ĩ ˙·0AA¹¹⁴·¹mmſQͥ Rc 
RE . n anne p 3 


—— — ates =, 


OSS 
— e e 
r N = 
. 
4 0 — Rl 4 4 


Learning; the Epiſtles in the New Teſta- 


( 58 » 


ment, together with the Articles of the 
Church of England; and the Book of Oe. 
co pion Hebrew. 


15 THE Exerciſes for the Degree of 
BACHELOR IN Civit Law : 3 


4 " 


To aflign the ſame Extrciſes to the Juriſt 


as to the Artiſt, excepting, 


1. That inſtead of Determining, he hold 


his DIsPUTATIONES JURIDICA, twice, 


for an hour each _ in Lent Term. 


2. That his SOLEMN LECTURES be two 
in Natural Philoſophy ; two in Moral Phi- 
2 ; and two in Civil Law. 


25 That JURISPRUDENCE be one of the 
Sciences at his Second Examination. 


In THE Exerciſes for EAch DEGREE: 


To provide that the Candidate deliver 


them with ſuch a correctneſs of pronuncis- 


tion, voice, and manner, as may tend to 
give him a juſt and graceful Elocution. 
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17 W A 8 not multsble to de deſign of 
this Eſſay to enter into ſeveral particulars, 
which naturally occur as effential? to the due 
arrangement and execution of any plan like 


this; and which, it is conceived, may be 


cafily ahd ſatisfactorily adjuſted : ſuch as the 
nomination, qualification, and ſtipend, of the 
Examiners 25 Maſters of the Schools; the 
funds from whence the ſtipend may ariſe ; 


| the moſt probable method of rendering the 


former office eligible to men of the firſt | 
character and eſtimation in the Univerſity ; 
how far it may be expedient to rebdttiniol” 
the one, by making it a kind of preparation 


and qualification for the other: and the like. 


It ſeemed unneceſſary to expatiate on the 


various advantages which will naturally flow 
from an effectual reformation of the Publie 
| Exerciſes : 
| ment it will afford the Student to pay due 
attention to the literary diſcipline of his 
| College, and the 
tion preſcribed to him; 


ſuch as the additional incite- 


private ſcheme of educa- 
its tendency con- 
ſequently to diminiſh diſfipation, irregularity, 
and- expence z to cooperate therefore with 


* laudable endeayour, whether of the 
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Public Magiſtrate or of private Societies, to 
_ anſwer the great ends of their inſtitution, in 


the promotion of learning and virtue. =--- If 
the GENERAL EXPEDIENCY of m 


ſome proviſion for the better conduct of the | 
Academical Exerciſes, ſhould induce the. 


Univerſity to take the matter into their 


| conſideration, there is no doubt but the os- 
JECT will be found worthy their attention ; 
the Fublie Wiſdom will deviſe the MEANS. 


' I AAN nk hor obſerving, 


that though a ſolid improvement in a mat- 
ter of ſuch beneficial and extenſive influence 


can never be unſeaſonable, yet the preſent 


time ſeems particularly convenient for pro- 


moting it. This is an age of improvements 


as well as of extravagancies : if it ſometimes 


propoſes alterations unneceſſary and exceſſive, 


it ſometimes preſents us too with ſchemes that 


are rational and laudable. It is certainly an 


age of free inquiry; from which, agreeably to 
the common courſe of human affairs, where- 


in good and evil are almoſt inſeparable, we 
may reaſonably have ſome valuable regula- 
tions and amendments to hope for, as well 


as abſurd refinements and dangerous innova- 


tions to fear. We cannot, in any caſe, more 


— OO 


Ger) 


| elfectually defeat the one, than by promoting 


and encouraging the other. 


As Public 
Eſtabliſhments of every kind will always 


be objects of envy and reproach, if there 


be any perſons ſo little acquainted with 
the true intereſts of their Country, as to 
entertain unfavourable ſentiments of an 


Univerſity, which has ever done honour 


to the Engliſh Nation, and contributed 
largely to the Public Good, ſhe cannot, 1 


conceive, better refute the unkind ſuggeſ- 


tions of her enemies, or more ſurely engage 
| the countenance and protection of her 
| friends, than by reviving and improving the 
true ſalutary ſpirit of her ancient diſcipline 
and inſtitutions, and rendering them every 
day more eminently conducive to the ad- 
yancement of Religion and Learning. 
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